
Figures of Speech
Do the dance with…

Similes Synonym Metaphors
Alliteration Onomatopoeia 

Antonym Synecdoche Hyperbole 
Personification Homonym

* As we go through these terms –please 
highlight them in your notes!*

Flocabulary

https://www.flocabulary.com/figurative-language/


An Antonym = opposite meaning!
Slow ----- Fast

Work ----- Relax

Antonym 



Synonym
Similar Synonyms

Words with almost the same meaning.
Small – Tiny, Little, Miniature, Minute

Large – immense, huge, over sized 
Jill’s feet were large. They were so 

immense she had to 
have huge shoes.



Homonym 
Homonyms are words that sounds the same 

as one another but each means something 
different.  It is important that you 

understand the difference in order for the 
sentence to make sense!

I write with my right hand!
I ate eight cookies today!

I made my mom hire a maid so I wouldn’t 
have to clean my room! 



Synecdoche
Synecdoche is when a part of 
something is used to refer to 
the whole thing. 

“ A foot in the door.”
Meaning a way in somewhere. 
For example “If I can get my 
foot in the door and they hire 
me then I can move up to be a 
manager.”  Foot is being used 
in speech to represent the 
whole body.



Metaphors
A metaphor compares two things by saying 

that one is something else. 
That man is a moose, he is so strong!



Onomatopoeia
Words that imitate sounds!

Quack
Splash
Bang
Sizzle



Alliteration

Repeat of a letter or sound !

Sam sat sipping soda in the 
sizzling sun.



Similes
Comparing two things using like or as….

Ed was shaking like a leaf he was so scared!

She smiled down like

the sun on all the new

students.



Personification
• When non-human (animals, objects or 

ideas) are described as if they were 
human.

The birds sang. The wind howled.



Hyperbole
• A figure of speech in which exaggeration 

is used for emphasis or effect.
This book weighs a ton!



Who's 
Who?

Decide what type of figure 
of speech is used in 
each sentence.

Alliteration   Antonym Metaphor   Onomatopoeia Simile  

Synecdoche Synonym  Homonym Personification   Hyperbole
1. The golden rooster crowed at the rising sun, cock-a-doodle do. 

2. All day Jim worked as slow as a snail to make sure all the tiles 
were laid carefully. 

3. That girl is a kangaroo the way she can jump.

4. Her toe nail is so tiny, her toes are cute and oh so little are her 
miniature feet. 

5. Jill is an angel, but her brother is more of  a little devil.

6. The captain yelled “all hands on deck!”
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